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Course Overview: 
This course will give students an awareness of career opportunities and the skills needed for careers in allied 
health.  Students will have the opportunity to explore dozens of career options in the allied health field through 
field trips, guest speakers, labs, and the use of websites. In addition to career options, the curriculum covers 
systems of the human body and medical terminology. The laboratory work will introduce students to proper 
laboratory techniques and the operation of instruments used in allied health clinics and labs.  
 
This course is designed to help students make informed decisions about entry-level employment and/or a two- 
or four-year college program in the field of allied health.   Career choices for students taking this class might be: 
one year of school to become a surgical technician or 14 years to become a surgeon; 2-year or 4-year RN; dental 
assistant, dental hygienist or dentist; medical assistant, physician assistant or physician; respiratory therapist, 
physical therapist, medical lab technician at a hospital or clinic, radiology technician, dietetic technician or 
dietitian, and many others. 
 
This class will focus on three main themes:  

1. Basic healthcare career information 
2. Introduction to anatomy and physiology  
3. Medical terminology.  

 
A significant component of this class are the healthcare professionals who provide classroom presentations in 
which they share personal career pathways, career information, and demonstrate equipment or technology used 
in their career. The textbook will provide content and structure for individual units. 
 
Classwork/Homework/Portfolio/Tests: 
Students are expected to spend time outside of class, each day, on assignments, reading the text, reviewing for 
quizzes and tests, and working on your portfolio. Because one of the major goals of this class is to introduce 
students to a wide variety of health care careers, students will be required to keep a portfolio which will include 
interest inventories, career ladders, career reports, and your specific career and educational plans. The portfolio 
will serve as the semester exam.  
 
Homework assignments and classroom activities are designed to cover concepts, skills, or content information. 
Medical Terminology quizzes will be given every week and unit tests will occur every 2 or 3 weeks. Quizzes 
and tests are the major portion of the quarter grade. 
 
 

Schedule Semester 1 

TIME A Day B Day 

7:50-9:13 A1   Biology B1 Prep 

9:18-10-41 A2   Biology B2 Biology 

10:46-11:16  Early Lunch  

11:21-12:44 A3  Biology B3 Medical Occupations 

12:49-1:32 Enrichment Time Enrichment Time 

1:37-3:00 A5 Prep B5 Medical Occupations 

 



Grading Policy: 
1.  All grades are based on a percentage of the points possible.  For example, if an assignment is worth 20 points 

and you earn 17 points, your grade is 17/20 = .85 x 100% = 85%. 
2.  Your quarter grade is “weighted” and will be determined by taking the sum of the following: 

a.  20% formative: classwork/homework 
b.  80% summative:  quiz/test grade   
 

3.  Your semester grade will be determined by taking the sum of the following: 
 a.  first quarter grade x 40% 
 b.  second quarter grade x 40% 

c.  portfolio x 20% .  There is not a semester exam; your portfolio will count as the semester exam 
 
4.  The grading scale is:   100-93% = A 76-73% = C 
   92-90% = A- 72-70% = C- 
   89-87% = B+ 69-67% = D+ 
   86-83% = B 66-63% = D 
   82-80% = B- 62-60% = D- 
   79-77% = C+ 59- O % = F 
 
5.  Because Medical Occupations is an elective class, you are expected to put forth your best effort.  This class 
is an introduction to a wide variety of careers and it attracts a wide variety of ability levels. Some students have 
already had honors-level science classes and are planning to go to medical school; they may find the content 
information very easy. Some students are taking this class as an introduction to the Nursing Assistant class and 
may find the content information very challenging. Please come in for extra help if you need it. 
 
6. Guest Speakers make up a major experience for students in this course.  Over the semester, students will have 
the opportunity to listen to over ten professionals from various fields speak about their experiences in the 
medical field.  Students are strongly encouraged to attend all guest speaker/field trip events, but students must 
attend a minimum of eight.  If a student misses a guest speaker, she/he must complete a make-up assignment.  
Given the schedule of classes, enrichment time will be used for guest speakers.  Students will be required to 
attend these events during enrichment time.  Time will be given back to students in that same class period or in 
the following class period to make up for the enrichment time used. 
 
FAHS Values: 
 

WE ARE RESPECTFUL WE ARE RESPONSIBLE WE ARE INVOLVED 
 One voice at a time 
 Stow electronic devices when you step in 

the door 
 Treat property and equipment with care 
 Follow directions 
 Use appropriate language 

 Show up prepared and ready to learn 
 Bring all necessary materials to class 
 Two feet in the door 
 Manage your belongings 
 Complete work on time 

 Stay on task 
 Be an active participant 
 Use free time productively 
 Advocate for your own learning 

 
Power Standards: 

A. Students will correlate structure and function of the body systems and apply their understanding of 
human anatomy and physiology to construct and interpret models of these systems. 

B. Students will engage in primary and secondary research that will broaden and/or deepen their 
understanding of scientific concepts or career pathways. 

C. Students will create written, verbal, and visual communication designed to help others 
learn/understand new information regarding career pathways, medical terminology, and/or scientific 
concepts. 

 
 



Course Objectives 
 

I. Basic Healthcare Career Objectives: 
Objective Q1 Q2 

1. Show awareness of the wide variety of occupations available in the healthcare field. X X 

2. Identify the levels of training necessary to work in the healthcare field. X X 

3. Describe a career ladder for at least one healthcare occupation. X X 
4. List various diagnostic services careers and identify traits and skills of workers in this service 

area. 
X X 

5. List various therapeutic services careers and identify traits and skills of workers in this 
service area. 

X X 

6. Evaluate potential health careers after comparing personal interests and  
abilities to traits and skills described by guest speakers, field trips, and personal investigation 

X X 

 

II. Introduction to Anatomy & Physiology Objectives  

Objective Q1 Q2 

UNIT NAME: Disease & Disease Transmission   
1.  Students will know the most common causes of death for Americans and some reasons why 

these deaths are the most common. 
X  

     2.     Students will distinguish between infectious and non-infectious disease, diseases treatable by 
antibiotics and diseases resistant to antibiotics. 

X  

     3.     Students will describe the methods of Standard Precautions that prevent the spread of 
infectious diseases.  

X  

     4.     Students will be familiar with the benefits and controversy surrounding    vaccines.  X  

UNIT NAME: Cardiovascular System   

5. Students will know the anatomy and physiology of the heart X  
6. Students will know the various characteristics and functions of blood cells, including the 

significance of blood type 
X  

7. Students will know the names and locations of significant blood vessels, including the ones 
used to take blood pressure and pulse.  Students will know the significance of hypertension in 
overall health. 

X  

8. Students will understand the electrical conduction seen in the heart and the diagnostic 
significance of various ECG waves  

X  

9. Students will know medical vocabulary specifically describing the anatomy/physiology and 
pathology of the cardiovascular system 

X  

UNIT NAME: Respiratory System Q1 Q2 

10. Students will know the basic structures and functions of the respiratory system X  

11. Students will know how breathing and gas exchange is accomplished and why it is necessary X  

12. Students will know the four major classes of C.O.P.D., their causes and treatments X  
13. Students will know medical vocabulary specifically describing the anatomy/physiology and 

pathology of the respiratory system 
X  

UNIT NAME: Digestive System Q1 Q2 

14. Students will know the basic structures and functions of the digestive system  X 

15. Students will know how and where fats, proteins and carbohydrates are digested  X 
16. Students will know the causes and effects of obesity and why the obesity rate in America is 

rising.  Students will also weigh various strategies for combating America’s obesity pandemic. 
 X 

17. Students will know medical vocabulary specifically describing the anatomy/physiology and 
pathology of the digestive system 

 X 

UNIT NAME: Skeleto-Muscular System Q1 Q2 

18. Students will know the names and locations of major muscles and bones   X 
19. Students will understand how a knee functions, including the names and locations of significant 

bones, muscles, tendons, and cartilage 
 X 

20. Students will know medical vocabulary specifically describing the anatomy/physiology and 
pathology of the skeleton-muscular system 
 

 X 



UNIT NAME: Blood Sugar Control & the Urinary System Q1 Q2 
21. Students will know the significance of blood glucose homeostasis, including consequences of 

hyper and hypogylycemia  
 X 

22. Students will be able to differentiate between different types of diabetes, including their 
causes, treatments, and symptoms 

 X 

23. Students will be able to explain how the urinary system filters the blood to form urine, 
including the anatomy/physiology of the nephron 

 X 

III. Medical Terminology Objectives 
 Q1 Q2 

1. Students will know significant prefixes and suffixes of the most commonly used medical terms X X 
2. Students will know medical terms that describe the functioning and pathology of major body 

systems including cardiovascular, respiratory, digestive, skeleto-muscular, and the urinary 
system. 

X X 

3. Students will use understanding of medical vocabulary to “translate” complex medical 
descriptions into common use language 

X X 

 


